NI.:DD.'I'/P:&E" BRANCH Fax:919-733-9794 Jul 6 '99 15:02 P.02

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ralrigh Field Otfice
Post Qtfice Box 33726
Raleigh, North Carelina 27536-8726

Mr. H. Franklin Vick
North Carolina Department of Trapsportation
pivigion of Highways

P.0., Box 25201
Raleigh, North Carolina 27511-5201

Doar Mr. Vick:

ing U.S. Fish and Wildlife

proposed widaning of Us 17 from Jacksonville
untles, Nerth Cazolina. Thasa commants are

provided in sccordanca with the provisions of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act, as amended (16 U.8.C. 6§1-667d) and Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act

of 1973, as amended (16 U.5.C. 1531-1543) (Act).

The attached page identifisw the Feﬁeraily-listad endangerad (E) and candidate
(¢} wpacies that are known to ocgur in Onalow and Jones Counties. Candidate
species rofars to any # ecias baing considerad by rhe Secvice for listing am
andangarad or threatane but net yet the gubjsct vf a preposad rule. . Thesa
spacies are not legally protacted under the Act or‘subject to its proviagions,
jneluding Section 7, until formally propeaad or listed as threatened or
endangerad. Rlthough candidate specis A lagal status and ara accorded no
protection under the Act, their inclusion will alert you of potential proposals
or listing. Thareforas, it would ba prudent for yeou to avoid any ‘advarge impacts
to candidate spacies or their habitat.

Tha Fedarally-listad rad-cockaded wnadpépkar {Picojdas borgalis). is knewn to
occur in Onslow and Joned counties. If condtructien plang includa removing pine
trees greatar than ox equal to ag £ age in pina or pine/hardwesd habitat,

yearg o 1
aurveyd should be conducted for active rqd—cock@ded—waodpecker cavity trees in
appropriate habitat within a one-half mila radius of the project boundaries. If

red-cockaded woodpeckers ara ohgarvad within the project area or active cavity
traco are found, you should contact thig office for further informatica.

This ig in response to your May 23, 1995 latter reguest

Service (Service) commenta on the
o New Bern iln Onalow and Jonas Co

Twe Fedsrally-listed endangered plant spaclas ars known to ocour in Onslow
County, rough-leaved loossstrifa (Lysimschia aspsrulgefolid) and Cooley’s
meadowrue (FThalictrum cooleyi). Both species are dependent upon gome form of
disturbanea to maintain an open quality of habltat. These disturbed areas
provide little competition for light by owther plant gpecies. The rough=-laaved
loggestrife is known to occul in tha ecotone betwsen pocogins and uplands, ona
poorly drained soils, on moist. to aseasonally aaturated asoils and on shallow
o:ganic soilg everlaying sand. Coolay’s meadowrus is known to occur in moist ta
wat bogs and savannas and savanna~-like opanings on circumneutral soils.

for the above- listed species, and: the regults of

ly-listed species are locataed within the project
al to advarsely affect Federally=-listed spacies,
ea for farther consultation.

.If potential habitat exists
‘gsurvays indicace that fFaderal
" area, the project has the petenti
and you -should contact Ehis offi



